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Deerfield Golf Course to Become Major Addition to the Park 

In early July, the state announced plans to purchase MBNA's Deerfield Golf Course and add 
it to White Clay Creek State Park. This beautiful, 145-acre property along Thompson Station Road 
is surrounded by parkland on three sides and at one point approaches very close to the creek itself. 
The Division plans to continue operating it as a golf course. 

The acquisition was promoted by our strong advocacy efforts, in cooperation with other local 
environmental and conservation organizations. Representative Joe Miro and Senator Liane Sorenson, 
in whose districts the property lies, played key leadership roles in the legislature, with strong support 
from many other legislators. Governor Minner's leadership was also critical to this outcome. 
Members are encouraged to thank the Governor and their legislators for preserving this beautiful 
property. 

Talk on Insect-Borne Diseases Set for Membership Meeting - Monday, October 17 

Concerned about Lyme disease, erlychiosis, West Nile disease, etc.? At our full membership 
meeting on Monday, October 17,2005, Dr. Jack Gingrich, Medical Entomologist at the University 
of Delaware, will present "Ticks, Mosquitoes, and Disease: a Field Biologist's Perspective." This 
should be a fascinating and important presentation of the latest information on insect-caused diseases 
we all worry about when we are enjoying the great outdoors. After the presentation there will be an 
opportunity for questions & answers. 

The program is free and open to the general public (no reservations required) and will begin 
at 7:00 pm in the public meeting room of the Newark Library, Library Avenue and Main St., 
Newark. Nonmembers are welcome. For further information, contact Andy Urquhart at (302) 
239-2471 or aurqu@aol.com. 

Please note that the only entrance to the library parking lot is from Main St., just west of the 
intersection with Kirkwood Highway. If the library parking is full, we have permission to use the 
Newark Post Office parking lot across Library Avenue. 
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To get to the post office, take the exit from the library parking lot to Library Avenue going 
south, make a "U" turn at the next light (entrance to College Square), and proceed to the post office, 
across from the library. Please park at the end of the lot closest to the library and be sure there is 
space left for post office customers. There is a crosswalk with pedestrian lights to enable a safe 
crossing to the library. 

New Nature Center Exhibits Are Entertaining for Visitors 

Earlier this year, a Friends volunteer installed video cameras on two nests at the Nature 
Center as part ofa series of projects to make the exhibits at the center more fun and interesting for 
visitors. One of these is an infrared nest box camera designed to record the activities of 
cavity-nesting birds inside a box. The other camera uses optical light and was installed to observe a 
phoebe nest on the porch of the center. 

The results were spectacular, especially the phoebe nest. This pair raised two broods with 5 
young birds in each brood. Visitors were fascinated to watch these birds grow almost before their 
eyes as the busy parents hurried back and forth bringing insects for them to eat. The nest box 
experienced difficulties with predators (probably snakes) stealing eggs and will receive an improved 
predator guard next year. 

In another project, a sound system was obtained, programmed, and installed in one of the 
displays to provide recorded frog sounds, adding another dimension to the display. This has received 
heavy use by visitors, who often recognize the sounds but were not aware of the source. 

Special Awards Received on National Trails Day 

On June 4, National Trails Day, Friends member Ken Robinson received the Volunteer of the 
Year award for the Mid-Atlantic Region from the American Hiking Society. Ken is a regular 
volunteer on trail work projects with the Friends. He also volunteers and leads trail work efforts for 
the Trail Spinners. His help has been very much appreciated, and we are delighted to see him receive 
this recognition. 

Also, the Friends group was recognized with a State Trail Advocate award from the 
American Trails organization. The award was granted at the 17th National Trails Symposium in 
Austin, Texas and presented by David Bartoo, the State Parks Trail Chief. The award recognizes the 
many contributions of the Friends to the park, especially in the area oftrail construction, monitoring 
and maintenance. 

Friends Volunteer Work Continues Strong 

As one of the largest and most active Friends organizations for Delaware State Parks, we 
have maintained a strong program of volunteer work supporting the park. This year through the end 
of July, we contributed nearly 2400 hours of volunteer time. That's approximately equivalent to two 
full-time employees! 

The volunteer work is spread over about two dozen different projects, some of which, like 
trail work and reforestation, involve a large number of volunteers and hours. Others are much 
smaller but are also highly valued. All of these activities contribute to making the park a better place. 
On August 2, our more active volunteers were recognized with a festive picnic and were given 
special awards from the Division and the local park staff. 
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Actors Needed for "Mystery at the Mansion" Park Program 

Are there any budding thespians out there? This is a casting call to fill roles in the park's 
"Mystery at the Mansion" program at the Judge Morris estate. There will be one cast for the two 
afternoon presentations (Saturday, Oct. 22 and Sunday, Oct. 23) and another for the evening 
presentations (Friday, Oct. 21 and Sat., October 22). So, step outside yourself and 'be' someone else 
for a few hours in a production designed to be easy and fun. No acting experience is required! Cast 
members recite two monologues and ad lib/interact with the audience, but they don't interact with 
each other. The audience's task is to solve the mystery. 

There are four male and four female speaking roles under names like Morticia M. Balmer, 
Mary Widdoe Ilbredde, and S. Leeza Brodd - you get the picture. There are also roles for a 
housekeeper and a butler, who answer questions, and an assistant, a mute who helps with traffic 
flow. Volunteers are also needed to help visitors find their way through the house and to serve 
refreshments. Dressing in 1930s-era clothing is optional but encouraged. 

If you want to be part of this unusual and exciting production, contact Kathleen Aviles at the 
Nature Center, 368-6560 or Kathleen.Aviles@state.de.us. Ifyou would like to be a member of the 
audience, call the park office, 368-6900, for reservations. 

Anniversary of Wild & Scenic River Designation to be Celebrated 

The fifth anniversary of the designation of White Clay Creek as part of the National Wild & 
Scenic Rivers System will be celebrated in the park on Saturday, Oct. 29, from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Five 
years ago this October, the White Clay watershed was designated for this special protection by an act 
of the U.S. Congress. 

The event will be a family-friendly celebration of that milestone. Activities will include a live 
animal presentation ofamphibians and reptiles that live in the watershed, guided walks, a 
demonstration tree planting, native plant information, and more, plus free refreshments. We will also 
recognize the municipalities and persons key to achieving the designation and celebrate recent 
accomplishments, including major open space acquisitions for both the Delaware state park and the 
Pennsylvania preserve. 

The program is cosponsored by the White Clay Wild and Scenic Program's Watershed 
Management Committee, the White Clay Watershed Association, and the Friends of White Clay 
Creek State Park. Visit www.whitec!ay.org for additional details as the date draws closer. 

Park Program Announcements Are Being E-Mailed to Members 

Recently we began forwarding regular program announcements from the Nature Center to all 
our members who have provided us with e-mail addresses. Since these now also include program 
announcements from the Pennsylvania preserve, they provide a comprehensive summary of nature 
and environmental programs in the White Clay valley. These announcements typically come out 
about every other month, so the e-mail burden should not be excessive. 

Unfortunately, it is not practical to send out paper copies to members for whom we do not 
have e-mail addresses. However, copies of these program announcements are also available at the 
Nature Center and the Park Office. 
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Calendar 

September 18 Newark CommlU1ity Day Display 
September I0 Trail Work 
October 9 Trail Work 
October 10 Executive Committee Meeting 
October 17 Fall Membership Meeting 
November 6 Trail Work 
November 14 Executive Committee Meeting 
December 4 Trail Work 
December 12 Executive Committee Meeting 

Projects and Project Leaders 

Adopt-a-Highway: Dee and Dick Benson, 410-398-4180 Adopt-a-Trail: Mike Ott, 738-6652 
Advocacy: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 Birders Guide: Gene Hess, 738-4690, and Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Bluebird Boxes: Marilyn Sweeney, 235-2548 Judge Morris Garden Maintenance: Doug Kelley, 368-6562 
Kestrel Boxes: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 Historical Booklet: Debbie Keese, 369-9128 
Light Construction: Nick McFadden, 368-6900 Member-led Park Programs: Angel Rosauri. 368-6560 
Nature Center Staffing: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345 Nature Center Exhibits: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Newark Community Day: Ken Daws, 737-8120 Oral Histories: Andrea Cassel, 737-3319 
Reforestation: Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933 Trail Benches: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Trail Improvement Work: Wendel Cassel, 737-3319 Water Ice Sales: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345 
Wayside Historical Markers: Wendel Cassel, 737-3319 Website: Rick Hall, 831-1295 
Wildlife Habitat Protection: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 

Executive Committee 

President: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471, aurqu@aol.com 
Vice-president: Marilyn Sweeney, 235-2548, iipurrtycatz@aol.com 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Dick Benson, 410-398-4180, rbenson@dol.net 
Treasurer: Ken Daws, 737-8120, wahkegan@hotmail.com 
Membership Chair: Lisa Wool, 562-9788, IwooJ@delawareestuary.org 
Projects Committee Chair: Jim Ries, 239-1658, dries@udel.edu 

Membership Application 

Join us! If you are not already a member and would like to join, please return this form with your check made 
payable to Friends of White Clay Creek State Park. Annual dues are $5.00 for students, $10.00 for 
individuals, and $15.00 for families. Any extra donation with your dues would be appreciated and put to good 
use. 

Name(s) 

Address 

Phone L) _ E-mail 

Friends of White Clay Creek State Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9734, Newark, DE 19714-9734 
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