
Friends Membership Exceeds 250 

Our Friends group has gained 74 new members thus far in 2001. These plus a greater than 
90% retention of year 2000 members bring the total Friends membership to 251. We believe that 
the high rate ofmembership growth and retention demonstrates a strong vote of confidence in the 
direction the Friends group is taking. Thank you for your support. 

We are always looking for new members to strengthen our organization. Ifyou are not 
already a member, please consider joining. Ifyou already belong, perhaps a friend or neighbor 
would be interested. If so, please pass along this newsletter or refer them to our web site at 
http://fwccsp.udel.edu, or they can call Kyle Bottorff at 239-9828 or Lisa Wool at 652-3488. A 
membership application form is included at the end of the newsletter. 

Leadership Volunteer Needed 

As most of you know, Kyle Bottorffhas served the Friends outstandingly as both our 
Treasurer and our Membership Chair. Now as his growing family and work commitments require 
that he relinquish one of these roles, we are looking for someone to serve as either Treasurer or 
Membership Chair, both ofwhich are positions on our Executive Committee. Ifyou are interested, 
contact Kyle (368-9228) or Andy Urquhart (239-2471) for a rundown on the opportunities 
involved in either position. 

Friends Projects Draw Lots of Volunteers 

During the April-September period, the Friends recorded 1581 hours of volunteer time in 
support of the park. The major projects were reforestation, trail work, water ice sales, and 
Saturday staffing of the nature center. However, all our projects, large and small, make important 
contributions to the park. This year through September we have put in 2185 hours. This is a record 
of support for the park of which we can all be proud, and we thank our many volunteers for their 
enthusiasm and hard work. Following is a description of some of our additional project activities. 

Nature Center Staffing. We launched a new program in late spring to staff the Chambers 
House Nature Center for four hours on Saturdays during the warm weather season. Fourteen 
volunteers contributed their time, usually by being at the center a few hours each month to 
welcome visitors and to help with routine tasks that freed up some time for the regular staff to meet 
other needs. We finished the season on September 29, and at this time we anticipate some volunteer 
weekend staffing again next year. Look for upcoming notices and let us know ifyou're interested in 
helping. (Note: Debbie Keese, Park Naturalist and Nature Center Manager, tells us that the current 
schedule calls for new exhibits to be in place on the first floor of the center in November. Stop by 
and take a look.) 

Water Ice Sales at Summer Concerts. It will probably bring shivers to some readers to talk 
about water ice at frost time, but it was a very popular item this past summer when concertgoers at 
the Carpenter Recreation Area bought cups of their favorite flavor from our booth. Besides adding 
an extra treat for the many people who attend these Wednesday night programs, the profits we earn 
are used in activities that support the Park. We also served complimentary refreshments at the July 
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11 concert celebrating the 50th Anniversary ofDelaware State Parks. This season was a success 
because the weather cooperated and because ten volunteers contributed their time and also enjoyed 
some good music. 

Trail Work. The Friends' trail work schedule shifted from a montWy event to a weekly one 
this summer as our efforts focused on completing a major re-routing of a portion of the David 
English Trail. Following initial trail layout and construction ofa footbridge by the State Parks trail 
crew, we worked on constructing the OA-mile segment over a five-month period. We were joined 
on one Saturday by volunteers from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latier Day Saints who helped at 
a time when the work was heaviest and the weather was hottest. The project was completed in 
September and the trail segment is now in use. We are returning to our montWy trail work schedule 
(see Calendar ofEvents). Contact Wendel Cassel (302-737-3319) ifyou are interested in montWy 
trail work and currently are not on his communication list. 

Trail Watch. Trial Watch is the Friends' longest-:running project, and continues to provide 
value through volunteers monitoring assigned trails in the Park on a montWy basis. Nearly all of the 
park's trails are covered in the program. The primary objective is to communicate any serious 
problems to the park staff for attention. Many trail-watchers also perform some trail maintenance 
such as removing small debris and hand-tool pruning of invasive plants along sides of trials. Ifyou 
are interested in becoming involved as trails become available, contact John Thomas 
(302-456-3242). During the last year and a half that John has been leading Trail Watch, he also 
has been involved in many other volunteer efforts in the park. He would like to discontinue 
coordinating Trail Watch when we can find a replacement so that he can devote more time to these 
other projects. Ifyou think you might be interested and would like more information (without 
obligation), please contact John, or Tom Hallenbeck (610-274-1345). 

Adopt-a-Highway. On September 29, seven volunteers picked up 14 bags of trash along 
Foxden Road. 

Trail benches. Our project to make, place, and maintain benches along trails in the park is 
continuing, with increasing focus on maintenance as many of the best bench sites have been filled. 

Bird boxes. We are continuing to maintain and monitor bluebird and kestrel nest boxes in 
the park, including now a large number of bluebird boxes in the Carpenter Recreation Area. 

Deer Exclosures. The Friends assisted in a state research program being conducted at 
White Clay Creek State Park to examine the impact of excluding deer from wildlife habitat by 
constructing fencing around small areas in the park. We worked with the researcher and park staff 
to construct the "exclosures" during the summer. 

Deer Hunting Dates in White Clay Creek State Park (Delaware) 

Archery Hunting: October IS-November 8, 2001 
Shotgun Hunting: November 9-17,2001, December 8-15, 2001, and January 19-26, 2002 
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Notes: Hunting is not permitted on Sundays during the above dates. The park does not 
close for archery hunting, but areas where shotgun hunting is permitted will be closed during 
hunting periods. 

Deer Hunting Dates in White Clay Creek Preserve (Pennsylvania) 

Archery Hunting: September 29-November 10,2001 and December 26, 2001-January 12,2002 
Flintlock Cmuzzleloader) Hunting: October 13-20,2001 and December 26,2001- January 12,2002 

Notes: Hunting is not permitted on Sundays during the above dates. The preserve is not 
closed to other users during hunting periods. 

Calendar of Events 

October 27 Trail Work 
November 1 Membership Meeting 
November 11 Trail Work 
November 12 Executive Committee Meeting 
December 9 Trail Work 
December 10 Executive Committee Meeting with the Advisory Board 
January 13 Trail Work 
January 14 Executive Committee Meeting 
February 11 Executive Committee Meeting 
February 23 Trail Work 
March 12 Executive Committee Meeting 
March 21 Annual Membership Meeting 
March 23 Trail Work 

Leadership: 

President: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471, AUrqu@aoI.com 
Vice-President: Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933, christa_stef@hotmaiI.com 
Treasurer and Membership Chair: Kyle Bottorff: 239-9828, KBottorff@herc.com 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Dick Benson, 410-398-4180, rbenson@doI.net 
Projects Committee Chair: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345, hallentj@msn.com 
Membership Assistant: Lisa Wool, 652-3488, lwool@delawareestuary.org 
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Current Project Leaders: 

Trail Watch: John Thomas, 456-3242 
Adopt-a-Highway: Dee and Dick Benson, 410-398-4180 
Park Benches: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Advocacy: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Reforestation: Al Zverina, 239-5046, and Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933 
Birding Festival: Frank Rawling, 738-0913 
Trail Improvement Work: Wendel Cassel, 737-3319 
Nature Center Staffing: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345 
Park Office Plantings: Melinda Zoehrer, 610-255-0432 
Water Ice Sales: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345 
Deer Exclosures: John Thomas, 456-3242 
Website: Rick Hall, 831-1295 
Bird Boxes: Frank Rawling, 738-0913 and Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 

Membership Application 

Join us! If you are not already a member and would like to join, please return this 
form with your check made payable to Friends of White Clay Creek State Park. 

Name(s) _ 

Address 

Phone ~ _ E-Mail 

Annual Memberships 

__$10.00 Individual Membership 
__$15.00 Family Membership 
__$ 5.00 Student Membership 
__$ Extra Contribution 

$ Total Enclosed 

Friends of White Clay ~k State Park, Inc. 
P.o. Box 9734 • NeW2l1i,bE "'714-9734 
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