
The company underwent foreclosure in 1879, but was reorganized. In 1880, a bill was 
introduced in the Delaware legislature to legalize the sale ofthe line south ofNewark. An 
advantage would be gained in the transport of peaches, because it shortened the distance west to 
Baltimore. In fact, it was the north-south route of the railroad that changed Delaware into the 
Peach State, making the peach blossom the state flower. In anticipation of the railroad 
construction, farmers planted peaches in more rural areas. Prior to this, peaches were only grown 
in Wilmington and in Delaware City, because of access to steamboat transport. Peach production 
became a part of the Delaware economy, and most peaches were shipped by rail. Unfortunately, a 
disease called the "yellows" struck the trees and ended the peach endeavor in the 1890s. Farmers 
then switched to apples. 

To reduce operating expenses, in 1901 the railroad withdrew steam passenger cars and 
substituted a gasoline car operated by two men which made round trips daily between Newark and 
Pomeroy, except Sunday. The single car transported passengers, mail, and light freight. By 1928, 
however, improved highways and competition from automobiles had caused the patronage of the 
Pumpsie Doodle to shrink. The passenger line was abandoned, and the line carried only freight 
The government had anticipated this move, and had already arranged for mail transport by trucks. 

In the ensuing years, as mills began closing and another depression hit the country, 
railroads suffered, and smaller lines were abandoned. In a series ofletters written in 1935 by 
railroad officials, the abandonment of the line between Avondale and Newark was discussed. Ties 
and bridge ties had been removed between Landenberg and Thompson and used for repairs 
elsewhere on the line, and it was recommended that this be followed by removal of rails and old 
bridges. Ensuing correspondence revealed that the plan was to abandon the line from Avondale to 
Newark but use or reclassify Avondale to Landenberg and Thompson to Newark as sidings. Then 
they could be removed or closed down without approval from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. 

The line from Landenberg to the Delaware state line was officially abandoned in 1937. In 
1939 the segment from the state line to Newark was abandoned. The track from Newark to 
Delaware City remained active until 1982 when N.V.F. went to trucking. Curtis paper, Newark 
Lumber, and Dayette Mill ceased use of the track when Conrail pulled it up in 1984. Sections of 
the track around Reybo1d were still in use in 1997, revitalized to support the oil refineries. 

The line was beset by economic and geographic problems from the very beginning. 
Although gradients were not a problem, the number and tightness of the curves were too difficult 
for longer, more efficient trains that would operate at faster speeds. Competition from improved 
highways and other newer rail lines to the east and west, and a difficult economy overall spelled 
death for the enterprise. 

(Editors Note: This article was excerpted from an upcoming booklet on the history of the park and 
the surrounding area to be published by the Friends organization.) 
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