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White Clay Breeding Bird Walk Scheduled for Saturday, June 2 

On Saturday morning, June 2, White Clay Creek State Park, one of Delaware's top 
birding locations, will host a bird walk to see the park's beautiful breeding birds. Beginning at 
7:30 am at the Chambers House Nature Center, the walk will be led by Jeff Gordon, formerly a 
professional bird trip leader. The Nature Center is on Creek Road, north of Hopkins Road. 

A joint program of the Friends of White Clay Creek State Park and the Division of Parks 
and Recreation, the walk is suitable for birders at all experience levels and is especially good for 
beginners. Jeff does an outstanding job of helping people see and learn about birds during these 
walks. 

The event is free and open to everyone; just bring binoculars. No reservations are 
required. For further information or to reserve a pair of loaner binoculars, call the park office, 
(302) 368-6900. 

NestCams at Nature Center Showing Live Nesting Activity 

One of the Friends' nest cameras at the Chambers House Nature Center has been 
providing excellent views of a pair of eastern phoebes raising their young. Recently the first 
brood fledged, so the nest is currently inactive; however, we expect the parents to return to the 
nest soon to begin raising another brood. 

The other nest camera is mounted on a bluebird box that has been taken over by tree 
swallows. They are at a much earlier stage in the nesting process. Currently one egg has been 
laid toward an expected clutch of 4 to 6 eggs. 

Watching these birds raise their young is a really great show, an excellent reason to visit 
the nature center. Weekend hours this year are 11 :00 am to 4:00 pm. Staffing the nature center 
so it can be open on weekends is another Friends project 
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Bluebird Monitoring Off to a Successful Start this Spring 

The White Clay Creek Sate Park bluebird nest boxes were cleaned, repaired, and readied 
for the return of the bluebirds this past February. Two volunteers made six beautiful new boxes 
to replace the deteriorating older ones and the three that were vandalized along Pleasant Hill 
Road last year. Thanks to a wonderful group of nine dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers, all 
of our 53 nest boxes are being monitored, and the information will be sent to the Cornell 
University Lab of Ornithology for bird population studies. The boxes currently house bluebird, 
tree swallow, titmouse, and chickadee nests, many with eggs or nestlings. Thus far, two 
bluebird nests were invaded, most likely by snakes; conical predator guards for these boxes will 
be installed. We are looking forward to watching the progress of the nests and fledging some 
bluebirds. Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to monitor or support the bluebird 
monitoring program. If you would be interested in bluebird monitoring or building bluebird 
boxes, please contact Wendy Keeports, 302-234-2935. 

A Note from Nature Center Manager Angel Burns 

I would like to thank the Friends group for supporting the staff in so many ways. In the 
past year we have had some neat programs such as geocaching, bird and wildflower walks, and 
fly fishing workshops because Friends members volunteered their time and expertise. We have 
also had Friends members act in the Mystery at the Mansion programs at Judge Morris Estate, 
help with the behind-the-scenes work at Judge Morris programs, help with all kinds of activities 
around the nature center, sell water ice, staff the nature center, build trails, and much more. It is 
nice to be working in such a great community. Again, thank you and see you at the concerts. 

For our education programs we could use the following recycled materials that people can 
collect at home: 

Cardboard tubes left at the end of toilet paper and paper towel rolls.
 
Cardboard egg cartons.
 
Clean yogurt containers with clear lids.
 
Dishwasher-washed clear plastic containers with lids (e.g., peanut butter jars).
 
Film canisters
 
Tin pie plates
 
Small plastic microwave trays
 

Annual Meeting Featured Presentation on Woodland Plants of the Delaware Piedmont 

Our annual meeting on March 20, 2007, featured a delightful presentation by NIr. Gregg 
Tepper, Woods Path Gardener at the Mt. Cuba Center in Greenville, Del. Mr. Tepper's talk, 
entitled "Woodland Plants of the Delaware Piedmont," provided an introduction to the beautiful 
plants found in woodlands like those of the White Clay Creek Valley. 

Also during the meeting, the following persons were elected as officers of the Friends to 
serve one year terms until March 2008: President, Andy Urquhart; Vice President, Wendy 
Keeports; Secretary, Dick Benson, and Treasurer, Ken Daws. President Urquhart expressed great 
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appreciation for the past services of outgoing Vice President Marilyn Sweeney and Membership 
Chair Lisa Wool. 

Friends Group Receives Special Recognition 

In December, the Friends of White Clay Creek State Park were recognized by the 
Delaware Division of Parks and Recreation with an "Outstanding Volunteer Group" award for 
the organization and an "Outstanding Volunteer" award for president Andy Urquhart, recognizing 
his leadership of the Friends. This is the second consecutive year the Friends have won an 
outstanding group award and the third time in our nine-year history. 

These awards recognize the many ways the Friends supported the park. Some idea of our 
activities can be obtained from the list of projects and project leaders at the end of this 
newsletter. During 2006 our 99 volunteers contributed 3,069 hours of volunteer time in support 
of the parks in Delaware and Pennsylvania. 

New Support Group Considered for Judge Morris Mansion 

The Friends are considering forming a special project group to focus on supporting the 
Judge MOlTis Mansion. This group would assist the park staff in many aspects of mansion 
operations, including assistance with programs, decorations, building maintenance, garden 
planting and maintenance, and the Iike. Some of these activities are already being done, but we 
are contemplating a separate project to focus more attention on activities appropriate to a support 
group for an historic home. 

Please let us know if you would be interested in participating in such a group or possibly 
playing a leadership role. Contact Jim Ries at dries@udel.edu or (302) 239-1658. 

Membership Support Appreciated-Keep Renewals Coming! 

We thank all of our new and renewing members for their support of our organization. 
We are now about 455 members strong. There are still some members who need to renew, and 
we ask that they send in their dues to help us continue to improve and preserve the parle 

Memberships are $15 for families, $10 for individuals, and $5 for students. No special 
form is needed; just send dues checks payable to Friends of White Clay Creek State Park to P.O. 
Box 9734, Newark, DE 19714-9734. 

Friends President Representing White Clay Area on Statewide Council 

Andy Urquhart, president of the Friends organization, has been elected to the Delaware 
Parks and Recreation Council (PARC), an advisory panel for the Division of Parks and 
Recreation. Formally, Andy represents the Bi-State Council for the White Clay Creek Preserve, 
of which he is a member. 
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As a PARC member, Andy is well positioned to learn about and influence Division plans 
affecting our park. He can also bring park-related issues to the attention of the Council, as 
needed. 

Summer Concert Series Kicks Off on June 13 

The park's Wednesday evening summer concert series will begin this year on June 13 
with a concert by the Newark Community Band. Thereafter, there will be a different group every 
Wednesday evening through August 30 (except for the first concert in July, which will be on 
Thursday, July 5). The concerts begin at 6:30 pm, and schedules are available at the Nature 
Center and the Park Office. 

This year, once again, the Friends will be selling water ice at most of the concerts. Come 
out and enjoy the beautiful evenings in the park with great music and a cool water ice treat! 

Calendar 

Note. The schedule of monthly trail work dates through December was not available for this 
publication. Please check our website - http://www.whiteclayfriends.org/What/TrailWork.html­
or call Wendel Cassel at (302) 737-3319. 

June 2 Breeding Bird Walk 
June 2 Trail Work - National Trails Day 
June 11 Executive Committee and Advisory Board Meetings 
August 13 Executive Committee Meeting 
September 10 Executive Committee Meeting 
September 16 Newark Community Day - Friends Display 
October 8 Executive Committee Meeting 
November 12 Executive Committee Meeting 
December 10 Executive Committee Meeting 
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Projects and Project Leaders 

Adopt-a-Highway: Dee and Dick Benson, Nature Center Staffing: Rich Lewandowski, 
410-398- 4180 410-398-4705 

Adopt-a-Trail: Mike Ott, 738-6652 Nature Center Exhibits: Andy Urquhart, 239­
Advocacy: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 2471 
Birders Guide: Gene Hess, 738-4690, and Newark Community Day: Open 

Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 Oral Histories: Andrea Cassel, 737-3319 
Bluebird Boxes: Wendy Keeports, 302-234­ Park Office Plantings: Wendy Keeports, 302­

2935 234-2935 
Bolocan Scholarship Fund: Angel Burns, 368­ Reforestation: Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933 

6560 Trail Benches: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 
Judge Morris Garden Maintenance: Doug Trail Improvement Work: Wendel Cassel, 

Kelley, 368-6562 737-3319 
Kestrel Boxes: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471 Water Ice Sales: John Schwander, 737-7901 
Historical Booklet: Debbie Keese, 369-9128; Wayside Historical Markers: Wendel Cassel, 

Andrea Cassel, 737-3319 737-3319 
Light Construction: Nick McFadden, 368­ Website: Rick Hall, 831-1295 

6900 Wildlife Habitat Protection: Andy Urquhart, 
Member-led Park Programs: Angel Burns, 239-2471 

368-6560 

Executive Committee 

President: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471, aurqu@aol.com
 
Vice-president: Wendy Keeports, 302-234-2935, wkeeports@comcast.net
 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Dick Benson, 410-398-4180, rbenson6@comcast.net
 
Treasurer: Ken Daws, 737-8120, wahkegan@hotmail.com
 
Membership Chair: Lisa Wool, 562-9788, Iwool@delawareestuary.org
 
Projects Committee Chair: Jim Ries, 239-1658, dries@udel.edu
 

Membership Application 

Join us! If you are not already a member and would like to join, please return this form with your check 
made payable to Friends of White Clay Creek State Park. Annual dues are $5.00 for students, $10.00 for 
individuals, and $15.00 for families. Any extra donation with your dues would be appreciated and put to 
good use. 

Name(s) 

Address 

Phone LJ _ E-mail 

Friends of White Clay Creek State Park, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9734, Newark, DE 19714-9734 
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