
THOMPSON STATION. Thompson Station was located west of the creek,just south of 
Chambers Rock Road. It is listed by Richard Edwards (1880) as being "4 miles north from Newark, on 
the Pennsylvania and Delaware Railroad and is a postal station with a population of 15 or 20 families, 
with the usual ambition of being a city." The 1899 Biographical and General History of Delaware 
describes it as "a village. of some 30 to 40 inhabitants, a station on the Pomeroy and Newark Railroad." 
The station was named after the Thompson family, who owned the farmland on which the station was 
built. Right -of- way access across the Thompson farm was granted by Joel Thompson JI. and his wife, S. 
Cornelia Thompson, to the Pennsylvania and Delaware Railway Company for $400 on July 23, 1873. 
Terms of the indenture included an agreement that the railroad company woul'd construct and maintain a 
station house and side track and erect and maintain a lawful fence on the line. MI. Thompson agreed to 
provide a public road about 270 feet long and 30 feet wide extending from the County Road to the Depot 
grounds. This road was to be kept open and maintained as a county road. Today, the only trace of 
Thompson Station that can be detected is this road. 

MI. Eugene Robinson (personal communication, 2002) remembers the bam-like building as one 
and one half stories high and rectangular in shape, approximately 55 feet long and 35 feet wide. 
Thompson Station was strictly a freight station. It is possible that this changed at some point, because 
MI. NormanDempsey (personal communication, 2003) a farmer in the Comer Ketch area, remembers a 
passenger ticket window at the station. Mr. Dempsey often accompanied his father, also a farmer, to the 
station, when they were notified that their freight had arrived. 

Thompson Station served as a depot for shipping the products of local industry out to market and 
for delivery of supplies and fuels to support those industries. In 1932, Thompson Station shipped out 500 
tons of clay on 14 cars and 80 tons of walnut logs on 4 cars. Delivered to the station were 477 tons of 
manure, 156 tons of lime, 97 tons of coal, and 80 tons of stone. There was apparently an established 
walnut logging enterprise on a nearby farm to supplement the agricultural activity. The clay came from 
the Newark China Clay Company operating nearby at Pleasant HilL After the clay was quarried and 
processed, it was loaded onto small trucks and transported to the station by the quarry workers. The 
trucks would be backed up to a freight car, where the clay was unloaded and packed efficiently into the 
space. Once Thompson Station was closed in 1939, the clay was trucked to the Newark Center Station. 

:A newspaper article 0[8-24-1875 reports an accident at Thompson Station. "As the train 
approached Thoplpson Station, the engineer saw a yoke of oxen on the track 200 yards ahead of the 
engine; He whistled down the brakes, but running at a rate of 30 mph, he could not get the train stopped 
in time. The train struck the oxen, carried them about 100 yards and threw them one to each side of the 
train, killing them instantly. Two coal cars were thrown off the track, one empty one, breaking and 
bending up 8 rails and a numberofties. Fortunately, the engine and passenger cars remained on the track. 
Next morning, the track was cleared in 4-5 hours. The oxen belonged to M.J. Chambers and were let out 
of the field by a wild steer running in the neighborhood." 

A newspaper reporter wrote a flowery description of the White Clay Creek valley from his 
vantage point aboard the Pumpsie Doodle in 1873. He observed that the stream seemed to run "across 
itself about three times in a mile. It's beauties are ofthe retiring kind and dawn on you around projections 
of rock, and disclose themselves up shady vistas of hilly streets and in many a shady nook by the 
meandering brook where the gentle zephyrs play." Hopefully, the ruins and the stories associated with 
the old Pomeroy Railroad will live on in our memories and be shared with ~p.ose to come after us. 
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