
Carrie A. Nation's Visit 

Carrie A. Nation (1846-1911) visited the Harvest Home in Whiteman's Grove on 
August 4, 1904. Her national reputation was created when she started to enter saloons 
and liquor stores with bricks or hatchets and proceeded to smash bar features and stock. 
Between 1900 and 1910 she was arrested about 30 times. To pay her fmes and support 
herself, she traveled the country giving lectures and selling souvenir hatchets and books. 
Her anger against liquor stemmed from her first failed marriage to an alcoholic. 

At nearly 6 feet tall and 175 pounds, Carrie Nation was a formidable presence. 
She traveled alone all around the country. She described herself as "a bulldog running 
along at the feet of Jesus, barking at what he doesn't want." 

The trip to Whiteman's Grove early that afternoon from Newark was by a double 
horse team carriage. As they approached the outskirts of the Grove a huge crowd 
surrounded them. The Morning News said, "It was perhaps the greatest day in the history 
ofMill Creek Hundred and the crowd was estimated at 10,000. Whiteman's Grove was a 
surging mass of humanity, through which [her] carriage passed with the greatest difficulty. 
Vehicles ofall descriptions were hitched to trees as far as the eye could see, and the road 
to Newark was marked by an endless procession of others. All of the surrounding country 
appeared to have congregated on the spot, and distant points were represented." The 
crowd estimate seems much too high, but it must have been quite a scene. 

Carrie Nation's presentation had religious, political, and merchandising messages. 
She attacked Republican President Theodore Roosevelt. Democrats were equally as bad, 
just out of office. She urged the crowd to vote for the Prohibition Party. Voting for 
either of the major parties was voting for the devil. She felt called by God when she went 
into her first liquor store and began throwing bricks. "I ....hit them with everything 1 
[aimed] at, a strange thing for a woman to do." She declared that God had given her 
divine inspiration, especially when a whiskey bottle was the target. Acknowledging that 
many people view her as a "freak with a hatchet," she said she had never raised it against a 
person. 

The last part of her presentation was an appeal for funds. Her receipts in 
Whiteman's Grove totaled $25 for the sale of hatchets and books. She was paid $60 for 
her speech. At a Brandywine Springs speech the same weekend, she made $300 and sold 
out her entire stock. 
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