
Natural Areas Management Plan 

At the membership meeting Mark also briefly discussed the Division's intention to do a 
master plan for the park. In part because of funding constraints, this will be done during the next 
couple of years on a smaller scale than the recent plan for Cape Henlopen, for example. A master 
plan would involve several aspects, including plans for trails, natural areas, recreation, cultural 
sites, structures, and parking lots. With this context, Mark then introduced Rob Line, Natural 
Areas Program Manager for Delaware State Parks, to discuss the natural areas management plan 
for the park. This plan will consider the different areas in the park (agricultural fields, meadows, 
ponds, forests) and develop a plan for how to manage these areas to best preserve and enhance 
the park's value as a natural area. 

Rob described recent efforts to survey wildlife habitats in the park. These included a 
survey by the Natural Heritage Program that identified locations with rare plant and animal 
species. Parks has also done surveys using aerial photographs and on-the-ground personnel to 
identify areas ofhigh quality habitat. In comparison with other areas in the state, White Clay 
Creek State Park had the highest ranked forest in the Piedmont area and also ranked well 
statewide. 

As a next stage in developing a natural areas plan, Parks would like to talk to people who 
use the park to help decide what is needed and establish some priorities. Resource limitations will 
restrict what can be done, but it will be important to preserve the highest quality forest (about 400 
acres) and perhaps improve some grassland or meadow habitat. 

Parks would welcome volunteer assistance with the development and implementation of 
the natural areas plan for the park. This could include participation in an advisory capacity in the 
planning process, as well as assistance with surveying and monitoring specific habitats to refine 
our understanding ofwhat currently exists and how it should be maintained or improved. Persons 
interested in participating should contact Andy Urquhart at (302) 239-2471 or aurqu@aol.com. 

Summer Concerts 2002 

Concerts are Wednesday evenings at the new band shell in the Carpenter Recreation Area. June 
and July concerts start at 7:00 pm; August concerts start at 6:30 pm. 

June 12 Sin City Band (American Honky Tonk) 
June 19 Newark Community Band (Marches/Show Tunes) 
June 26 Generations (Big Band) 
July 10 Jerry and the Juveniles (50's Rock 'n Roll) 
July 17 Bitter Creek (Blue Grass) 
July 24 Christina Harrison with Bill Belcher (Celtic and World Music) 
July 31 Libby McDowell Band (Jazz, Blues, Ballads) 
August 7 Swing Kings (Big Band) 
August 14 Heavenly Hash (70's - 90's Rock 'n Roll) 
August 21 Planette Folle (Cajun, Zydeco) 


