


Park Projects Outlined by Mark Chura

At the Friends” membership meeting on November 1, 2001, Mark Chura, Manager of
Planning, Preservation and Development for the Division of Parks and Recreation, presented an
informal discussion of state projects recently completed, underway, or planned for the park. A
summary of his remarks follows:

Land Acquisition. During the past few years, the park has grown substantially in size
through land acquisition via the state’s Open Space Program. While there are a few key
properties yet to be acquired, we are beginning to see the end of major growth for the park

Master Plan. A master plan is needed that will describe how the park will be managed
and for what purposes. The plan may be done in layers. A master plan for the park’s trail system
is being developed and should be ready for public input in the near future. Planning to preserve
the park’s natural areas is underway, using the recently completed natural heritage survey as a
starting point.

Judge Morris Area. House: The Judge Morris House has been renovated to represent its
heyday as the judge’s residence. Only a few more rooms remain to be refurbished. Trails: The
trail system in the area has been completely redesigned to provide more durable, “single-track”
trails that minimally intrude on habitat. Parking: The new parking lot will provide more than 70
spaces for access to the house and the trail system. Barn: Although the state had intended to
refurbish the barn for use in park programs and as a meeting space, a recent engineering
assessment is that the barn has deteriorated to the point that it cannot be saved. Parks is
rethinking what should be done about the barn area.

Carpenter Recreation Area. Band stage/playground: Construction of the playground,
sidewalks, and pad for the band stage should be completed this fall. The band shell structure will
be added starting in March 2002 and should be ready for summer concerts. This includes
improved access and a special viewing area for handicapped persons. Bikeway: Parks is designing
a multi-use trail to connect from the Carpenter parking lot to the end of Wells Lane. From there,
their preference is for it to continue along Wells Lane to Wedgewood Road and down
Wedgewood to the new footbridge. For bicycle safety this might involve partial or complete
closures of parts of either Wedgewood or Creek roads to reduce traffic. Parks recognizes that
road closings must not result in unacceptable limitations of public access to the new footbridge, a
very popular area of the park.

Educational Programs Facility. The Division might consider using the pumping station
across from Creek Road as a facility for some kinds of educational programs.

Uses of Acquired Houses. Parks is considering how best to use houses on the lands
recently acquired for the park. These include the Krapf house on Creek Road, the Kranz house
on Route 896, and eventually the Richard du Pont house on Pleasant Hill Road. Possibilities
include bed & breakfast concessions, some kind of hostels or dormitories, or private residences.



Bikeway to Newark. Consideration is being given to the development of a new bikeway
from the City of Newark out to the Wedgewood/Creek Road intersection area. Although no
details have been worked out, this might generally follow the route of the old Pomeroy Railroad.

Wish List

With everything that is going on at the park and with our many Friends activities, we
welcome the donation of items that we guarantee will be used well and appreciated. Below are
some initial needs; we expect other items will be identified in upcoming issues of the newsletter.

Tools for Trail Work: Wheel barrows, mattocks, flat shovels, etc.

To donate contact Wendel Cassel (302-737-3319)
Friends’ Displays at Public Events: Easels, portable table(s), folding canopy
To donate contact Tom Hallenbeck (610-274-1345)

Recent Wildlife Sightings Reported

In this section we summarize some recent sightings of interesting or unusual wildlife in the
park.

Mammals: January 1—A beaver was seen upstream from the bridge on Chambers Rock Road.

Birds: October 19—-A Lincoln’s sparrow was found near the nature center. Also, a redheaded
woodpecker flew over on migration. December 9-A barred owl was seen near the parking lot.
January 1-A dozen common mergansers were seen on the creek. This is not a rare bird, but it is
not often found in the park. (Mergansers are fish-eating ducks.) Also found were 6 woodpecker
species, black-capped chickadee (much less common than our usual Carolina chickadees), winter
wren, hermit thrush, fox sparrow, and purple finch.

Calendar of Events

January 13 Trail Work

January 21 Executive Committee Meeting with the Advisory Board
February 11 Executive Committee Meeting

February 23 Trail Work

March 11 Executive Committee Meeting

March 21 Annual Membership Meeting

March 23 Trail Work

April 8 Executive Committee Meeting

April 13 Trail Work/Christina River Cleanup

May 4 Migratory Bird Walk

May 13 Executive Committee Meeting

May 18 Trail Work

June 1 Trail Work/National Trails Day

June 10 Executive Committee Meeting with the Advisory Board
July 4 Liberty Day Display



Leadership:

President: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471, AUrqu@aol.com

Vice-President: Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933, christa_stef@hotmail.com
Treasurer and Membership Chair: Kyle Bottorft, 239-9828, KBottorff@herc.com
Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Dick Benson, 410-398-4180, rbenson@dol.net
Projects Committee Chair: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345, hallentj@msn.com
Membership Assistant: Lisa Wool, 652-3488, lwool@delawareestuary.org

Current Project Leaders:

Trail Watch: John Thomas, 456-3242

Adopt-a-Highway: Dee and Dick Benson, 410-398-4180

Park Benches: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471

Advocacy: Andy Urquhart, 239-2471

Reforestation: Al Zverina, 239-5046, and Christa Stefanisko, 369-1933
Trail Improvement Work: Wendel Cassel, 737-3319

Nature Center Staffing: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345

Park Office Plantings: Melinda Zoehrer, 610-255-0432

Water Ice Sales: Tom Hallenbeck, 610-274-1345

Deer Exclosures: John Thomas, 456-3242

Website: Rick Hall, 831-1295

Bird Boxes: Frank Rawling, 738-0913 and Andy Urquhart, 239-24

Membership Application

Join us! If you are not already a member and would like to join, please return this
form with your check made payable to Friends of White Clay Creek State Park.

Name(s)
Address
Phone ( ) E-Mail

Annual Memberships

____$10.00 Individual Membership
____$15.00 Family Membership
____$5.00 Student Membership
_ 3 Extra Contribution

$ Total Enclosed

Friends of White Clay Creek State Park, Inc.
P.O. Box 9734 » Newark, DE 19714-9734



