
Bryan's field was measured at 2 feet 9 inches deep. 
Before starting westward, they had to first determine the middle point of the (Delmarva) 

peninsula so they would know the exact location ofMaryland's eastern boundary. This meant 
traveling to southern Delaware and, once determining the exact middle, working their way north 
until they met the 12 mile arc from the city ofNew Castle. They worked on this from June to 
November 1764. They then went back to Harlan's farm for the winter. 

On April 4, 1765, they were ready to begin moving westward starting at the "Post Mark'd" 
West" on Bryan's field and soon entered Maryland. At that time Maryland was much more of a 
wilderness area than Delaware. Now they began living in tents and cooking by campfire. Wild game 
supplemented their diet. In the forests were wolves, bear, elk, and deer. 

The survey crew consisted of a steward, tent keepers, cooks, ax men, chainmen, and laborers. 
They had 2 wagons and 8 draft horses. As this large group moved west they no longer faced the 
hostility that had greeted previous surveyors. One reason was that Mason and Dixon were very 
well-known astronomers and were viewed as independent. Their 40-member group constituted a 
formidable presence in the sparsely populated area. The locals also benefited from the readily 
available logs for buildings and firewood as the ax men cleared an 8-yard wide swath through the 
wilderness. 

They had to stop on October 9, ]767, about 30 miles short of the western boundary of 
Pennsylvania because the Native Americans indicated that the limits of intrusion in their territory had 
been reached. 

Mason and Dixon's skills as surveyors have stood the test of time. Even with more modem 
surveying techniques, there has been fOlmd to be only a very slight shift of the line they measured. 

Today the important "Post Mark'd West" is celebrated by a cement marker donated in 1952 
by Mr. S. Hallock duPont, owner of the property at that time. It is easily accessible from a short side 
trail off Bryan's Field Trail in the Possum Hill section of the park. 

The other Mason and Dixon monument near White Clay Creek State Park is the Tri-State 
Marker (the northeast comer of Maryland) that is located offRt. 896 north ofNewark on private 
property. 
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