
We thank the following volunteers who participated in Friends' trail work and 
clean-up activities since the first of the year: Charlie Adams, Melanie Arnold, Cara 
Bottorff, Kyle Bottorff, Juliet BottorfI, Andrea Cassel, Michael Cassel, Wendel Cassel, 
Steve Crawford, Joan D'Alonzo, Dave Dauerty, Charlie Gaines, David Haldeman, Rick 
Hall, Tom Hallenbeck, Ron Martin, David Preston, Ken Steller, Jim Stroup, Andy 
Urquhart, and Keith Weaver. 

Kestrel Boxes 

Coinciding with the migration season, David Haldeman, Jack Hill, John Thomas, and 
Andy Urquhart have made and installed 6 nesting boxes for kestrels at selected locations 
in the park. A seventh box is to be installed on one of the barns. The project is designed 
to attract more kestrels to the park this year (kestrels are very attractive small falcons). 
Now we are watching to see who moves in, so be on the lookout for these beautiful 
visitors! 

Volunteer Hours 

Even during the normally slow winter season, the Friends have been very active getting 
organized and doing volunteer work for the park. During January, February, and March 
we recorded 160, 152, and 260 hours, respectively, for a total of 572 hours for the first 
quarter of2000. This is a strong record of support for the park. Thanks to all our 
volunteers! 

Park Bench Program Wins Award 

Our program to make and place rustic wooden benches in the park won special 
recognition as an outstanding project at a Friends ofParks forum in Dover on March 8. 
For this we owe thanks to our volunteers Tom Braatz, Jack Hill, John Thomas, Gary 
Stefanisko, and Andy Urquhart. Park Superintendent Nick McFadden's help has also 
been critical to the success of the project, especially with the installation effort. Looking 
ahead, wood for six additional benches has been purchased and is currently drying in the 
barn at the park. We will be working to complete these benches and place them in the 
park in the late spring or summer. 

Advocacy 

As part of a broad coalition of environmental and civic organizations, volunteers Dorothy 
Miller and Andy Urquhart are continuing to represent the Friends in efforts to encourage 
the state to preserve as much open space as possible. Recently, this has benefited the park 
through many acres of new land being added. A recent addition to the park of233 acres 
purchased from the Hallock du Pont trust was announced in the News-Journal on April 
27. Please remember always to thank your representatives for their past foresight in open 
space preservation, and encourage them to continue the good work. 



Reforestation 

As previously announced, the first tree planting in our reforestation project has been 
deferred until the fall. In the meantime there is still plenty ofactivity. Al Zverina is 
developing plans for the project and is working with the state to resolve questions about 
plant sources. Also, Christa Stefanisko and Andy Urquhart have been writing proposals 
seeking a grant to cover expenses for the first phase planting, which will be two acres of a 
field in the Possum Hill section of the park. 

Activity Leaders Needed 

We would like to consider arranging some recreational activities for the members of the 
Friends. For example, last fall we attempted a trip to Hawk Mountain but were foiled by 
two successive rainy weekends. A number of other ideas have been suggeste~ such as a 
trip to the Delaware Bay shore to observe the huge numbers of shorebirds stopping there 
to consume horseshoe crab eggs or a trip to the White Clay Creek's Stroud Water 
Research Center. What we need are individuals to suggest such activities and to lead 
them. Any takers? 


